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Duty 

Think back – way back – to a simpler time, before modern technology.  Centuries ago, in an 

agrarian based society, each member of the household had responsibilities (duties) that needed 

to be carried out daily.  They were important.  Family members depended on the proper 

execution of those duties to have clothes to wear, food to eat, a barn, a home, and any other 

necessity for survival.  Each part of the day, every day, had purpose.   

Although times have changed and most of us are free of those sort of survival duties, the overall 

concept behind them hasn’t changed much at all.  Every circumstance, every moment is truly a 

gift from God with some sort of cross, consolation, or duty attached to it.  Our state of life, no 

matter what it is, comes with duties that we are obliged to carry out. There are duties associated 

with grandparenthood, with your vocation, within your community, involving your spouse, your 

children, your parents, and those you encounter on the street.  In general, we have two duties: 

1. Do God’s Will. 

2. Accept what He sends to us (no matter what it may be). 

So, we ask ourselves, ‘What is God willing for me at my job?’  ‘How does God expect me to treat 

my wife?’  ‘What is the best action I can take to make my neighborhood a Christian community?’  

All the answers would be actions that are within your means.  We are also instructed: 

1. Fulfill the duties like small children.  Simply.  Lovingly.   

2. If for some reason we truly lack the ability to fulfill an obligation, it is no longer a duty. 

The duties that we have in the present moment during our day to day grind are the ones that are 

the most difficult, yet they are the most important.  They are what train us for final beatitude.  

Thus, we must focus our attention on the present moment and how we respond to our situations 

and circumstances, whether they are good, bad, simple, complicated, or confusing.  Remember; 

it’s training!  Practice.  Fine-tuning our wills to rely on the practice of virtue.   

Importantly, most of our duties involve our neighbor – how do we treat, assist, interact with, and 

respond to him?  Within our neighbor we must be able to see the image of God.  Because Christ 

is to be found there, he or she is holy and deserves the best that we have to offer.  The way that 

we choose to carry out our duties can be a good indicator of our progress on our path to holiness. 


